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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image processing unit that offers 
highly efficient image coding for maintaining high image quality, with a simple 
processing. 

SOLUTION: A color space conversion processing section 1 13 applies YUV 
color space conversion to received digital image data, and wavelet 
conversion processing sections 115a to c apply wavelet conversion 
processing to the converted image data. A face area recognition processing 
section 116 extracts a face area in the image data on the basis of a 
conversion coefficient obtained as above. Quantization processing sections 
1 1 7a to c apply quantization processing to the received conversion 
coefficients, while selecting the quantization coefficient depending on the 
inside, and the outside of the face area extracted by the extract means and 
variable length coding processing sections 118a-c encode the quantized 
coefficient. A code combining processing section 119 combines the coded 
data of each color component obtained in this way with information denoting 
the face area extracted by the face area recognition processing section 1 1 6 
and provides an output of the result as a code string. 
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